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Digital artist Ali Eslami during GETXOPHOTO 2019.
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A FESTIVAL THAT IS 
A PLATFORM

GETXOPHOTO is an International Image Festival 
that takes place in Getxo (Basque Country) du-
ring September since 13 years. It brings diffe-
rent proposals from photographers and visual 
storytellers from all over the world to the city, 
setting a contemporary conversation about the 
theme proposed each year. The Festival, which 
is conceived as a platform that pretends to 
make think, more than a stand for presentation, 
has once again counted on Monica Allende as 
artistic director, who as well as traditional for-
mats has incorporated new audiovisual narra-
tives to the programme, such as virtual reality, 
augmented reality, apps or comic.

GETXOPHOTO inhabits public space and conti-
nues on its stake of using formats, stands and 
unconventional exhibition spaces to show di-
fferent images and stories. The media covera-
ge, both national and international, centers it-
self more in the theme than in the means, the 
image, which makes it spread to the general 
audience. GETXOPHOTO is an agent of change 
for social conversations that connect with the 
public due to its location and diffusion.

Last edition’s theme, Post Homo Sapiens, ad-
dressed the challenges faced by the individuals 
in a present where processes of acelleration, 
automation, artificial intelligence and scien-
tific-technological advances are posing new 
challenges as we edge closer to the concept of 
transhumanism. 
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Artists and public together in the opening week.



06

A FESTIVAL THAT IS 
A PLATFORM

GETXOPHOTO hosts exhibitions, an internatio-
nal Open call which opens doors to artists from 
all over the world; labs and workshops that are 
part of the education program; collaborations with 
cultural agents and institutions that strengthen 
the cultural ecosystem; meetings understood 
as a shared space for reflection on images, and 
various activities as part of the GETXOPHOTO 
participatory programme.  

The Festival maintains its identity and becomes 
established as a meeting point for amateurs, 
professionals and general public, with a firm 
commitment to quality artistic programming in 
which each year participate more than twenty 
international artists.

Likewise, the participation of school and uni-
versity groups make GETXOPHOTO a cultural 
and informative event which is a knowledge 
tool and it is consolidated year after year.  

The quality of the programming, the increase of 
visitors, the sold out of many activities, the great 
reception by the media and the thousands of 
visits to the web and social networks, lead us to 
rate this edition as the most satisfactory one 
until now.
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SOME FIGURES  

. 1 month 

. 23 exhibitions 

. 23 artists from  15 different countries 

. 38 invited professionals 

. 22 parallel activities 
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SOME FIGURES

. More than  60.000 different visitors on the website 

. 80.000 outdoor viewers (estimated) 

. 10.000 spectators in the indoor exhibitions  

. More than  2.000 direct participants in the activities 

. More than  3.000 visits in the Information Point 
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New media to access the exhibitions.
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EXHIBITIONS 

Neil Harbisson 

Lauren McCarthy 

Joy Buolamwini 

Juno Calypso 

Anaïs López 

Haley Morris-Cafiero 

Maija Tammi 

Matthieu Gafsou 

Jan Hoek 

IC Visual Lab 

Masamichi Kagaya & Satoshi Mori 

Ezio D’Agostino 

Reiner Riedler 

Julien Mauve 

Ali Eslami 

Federico Estol 

Ritual Inhabitual 

Marcos Zegers 

Jaakko Kahilaniemi 

Claudia Gori 

More than twenty exhibitions have articulated this year’s programme:
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Installation at Ereaga beach with Maija Tammi’s work.



The Sentinels by Claudia Gori, NEOs by Ezio D’Agostino and Past-it in Punta Begoña Galleries. / H+ by Matthieu Gafsou at Tellagorri Restaurant.



What to do with a Million Years, by Juno Calypso at Ereaga Beach. / Agua, minería y éxodo by Marcos Zegers in Punta Begoña Galleries ./ Autoradio-
graph by Masamichi Kagaya and Satoshi Mori at the old gas station in Algorta. / The Bully Pulpit by Haley Morris-Cafiero at Ereaga Beach.



Will. The Lifesaving Machines by Reiner Riedler at San Nikolas square.



Héroes del brillo by Federico Estol in the subway station and at the local school. / H+ by Matthieu Gafsou in Torrene Hall and outside of Amezti Hall.



Installation of Alone with Empire by IC Visual Lab 
at the Regional Library of Bizkaia.

Interior view of the market in Algorta with the installation Mapuñuke 
Choyvn Inchiñ, by chilean collective Ritual Inhabitual.



Algorithmic Justice League by Joy Buolamwini at Amezti Hall.
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AUTHORS 

Neil Harbisson (UK)

Juno Calypso (UK)

Anaïs López (Holland)

Haley Morris-Cafiero (UK)

Matthieu Gafsou (Switzerland)

Jan Hoek (Netherlands)

Isaac Blease (UK)

Alejandro Acín (Spain)

Ali Eslami (Iran)

Claudia Gori (Italy)

Ezio D’Agostino (Italy)

Federico Estol (Uruguay)

Marcos Zegers (Chile)

Florencia Grisanti (Chile)

Tito González (France)

Julián Barón (Spain)

The following artists came to GETXOPHOTO:  
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Espacio de Realidad VirtualArtists and speakers at the Opening of the Festival.
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INTERNATIONAL OPEN CALL

GETXOPHOTO invited international photogra-
phers and visual artists to share their vision 
about Post Homo Sapiens. Programming the fu-
ture.

This second international call recieved a total 
of 197 projects sent from 35 countries as diffe-
rents as Latvia, Taiwan, Lebanon, Uruguay, Ice-
land or Hungary.

The jury, composed by Monica Allende (cura-
tor of GETXOPHOTO), Emilia van Lynden (former 
artistic director of Unseen and marketing and 
communication director of Manifesta), Fiona 
Shields (Director of Photography at The Guar-
dian News and Media Group), Elena Navarro 
(Artistic Director of FotoMéxico and Centro de 
la Imagen de México) and Azu Nwagbogu (Di-
rector of the African Artists’ Foundation and 
LagosPhoto Festival), chose these projets as 
winners.
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OPEN CALL INTERNACIONAL

Winners:

Haley Morris-Cafiero 

Jaakko Kahilaniemi 

Federico Estol 

Claudia Gori 

Ezio D’Agostino 

Shortlisted:

Aennor 

Carlos Alba 

Ana María Arévalo Gosen 

Tobias Asser 

Kata Geibl 

Elsa Leydier 

Gloria Oyarzabal 

Paulo Simão 

Agata Wieczorek 

GETXOPHOTO 13th EDITION
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OPEN CALL STATS

GETXOPHOTO 13th EDITION
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COLLABORATIONS

GETXOPHOTO keeps on creating a network with 
different cultural organizations, agents and ins-
titutions. Éditions Xavier Barral (France), Regio-
nal Library of Bizkaia, Basque Museum (Bilbao), 
Kutxa Kultur Fundazioa (San Sebastian), Fnac 
(Bilbao and San Sebastian) formed part of this 
13th edition of the Festival.  
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HOMAGE TO XAVIER BARRAL BY 
CHRISTIAN CAUJOLLE

We pay an homage to the recently deceased 
great photobook editor Xavier Barral. After ex-
ploring the vast and wonderful catalogue of 
this french publishing house, Christian Caujolle 
gave us a sneak peakof his favourite publica-
tions. 
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Reading room with books of Éditions Xavier Barral.
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GETXOPHOTO IN
SAN SEBASTIAN

GETXOPHOTO seeks to stablish a relationship 
and tighter collaboration with different cultural 
agents and institutions of the territory, reinfor-
cing the cultural ecosystem of the area.

This year we have established a conection with 
Kutxa Kultur Fundazioa and Fnac San Sebas-
tian, creating a dialogue and debate beyond 
the geographic space of Getxo. Located on the 
4th floor of Tabakalera cultural centre, Kutxa 
Kultur took in the exhibition The Migrant, by ar-
tist Anaïs López, and Fnac San Sebastian did 
the same with Haley Morris-Cafiero’s The Bully 
Pulpit.

  

Exhibition at Kutxa Kultur Fundazioa, San Sebastian.

GETXOPHOTO 13th EDITION
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OPENING WEEK
4 – 8 SEPT. 
 
—COCKTAIL

—OPENING

—SPECIAL GUIDED VISIT

—LOCK-IN

—MEETINGS WITH THE AUTHORS

—COCKTAIL

On Wednesday 4th of September at the asto-
nishing Punta Begoña Galleries took place the 
opening cocktail. We counted on a broad pre-
sence of institutional and cultural agents, and it 
was a success. Previously we had a guided tour 
for 100 special guests through the exhibitions 
of the Festival.

200 
participants

GETXOPHOTO 13th EDITION



Attendees and authors at the opening cocktail.
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OPENING WEEK
4 – 8 SEPT. 

—OPENING 

We counted on the pressence of artists Juno 
Calypso, Marcos Zegers, Ezio D’Agostino, Ha-
ley Morris-Cafiero, Ali Eslami, Matthieu Gafsou, 
IC Visual Lab (Isaac Blease & Alejandro Acín), 
Anaïs López, Claudia Gori, Ritual Inhabitual 
(Florencia Gristanti & Tito González), Federico 
Estol and Jan Hoek. 

To close the event, cyborg artist Neil Harbisson 
performed a concert in which he played scores 
based on the faces of people of the public.

300 
participants
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Opening act at Andrés Isasi Music School in Las Arenas.
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OPENING WEEK
4 – 8 SEPT. 

—SPECIAL VISIT AND MARMITAKO

After the unique tour guided by Monica Allende, 
all the attendees enjoyed a marmitako –tradi-
tional basque dish- at María Cristina Park.

200 
participants
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Tour through the different exhibitions during the special visit.
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OPENING WEEK
4 – 8 SEPT. 

—LOCK-IN 

Space for revisiting and questioning image and 
creation related themes. Talks and dialogues 
during a whole day, lunch included at a remote 
location with no scape for speakers nor partici-
pants.

—Lucía Agirre, curator at Museo Guggenheim 
Bilbao

—Jon Uriarte, artist and digital curator at 

 The Photographers’ Gallery, London

—José Luis de Vicente, curator at  Sónar+D

—Ramón Pez, art director, editor and designer

—Garikoitz Fraga, editor at  Belleza Infinita

—Juno Calypso, british photographer

—Haley Morris-Cafiero, photographer from the 
United States

—Hannah Watson, director of TJ Boulting Ga-
llery and Trolley Books

—Neil Harbisson, artist and cyborg

70 
participants

GETXOPHOTO 13th EDITION
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OPENING WEEK
4 – 8 SEPT. 

—MEETINGS WITH THE AUTHORS

Artists IC Visual Lab, Matthieu Gafsou, Jan Hoek, 
Federico Estol and Ritual Inhabitual explained 
their works, and we had the chance to talk with 
them and ask some questions.

50 
participants
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Ritual Inhabitual collective, Matthieu Gafsou and Jan Hoek during the meetings.
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EDUCATION 

—IBILI. VISIT PROGRAMME

· DAY VISITS 

· NIGHT VISITS

· GETXOPHOTO BY

· GETXOPHOTO EXPRESS

—TALKS WITH EXPERTS  

—FAMILIES

· CREATION WORKSHOP 

· EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL
  FOR SOME EXHIBITIONS

—LAB

The education programme aims to help the vi-
sitors approach the content of the Festival in 
a broader way, encouraging the participation, 
reflection and creation through activities, ac-
tions, labs, walks and materials that allow other 
vision of the images.

The programme is designed for kids, families, 
youn people and adults, individuals and groups, 
amateurs and professionals.

GETXOPHOTO 13th EDITION
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EDUCATION 

—IBILI. VISIT PROGRAMME

· DAY VISITS AND GROUP VISITS 

During the whole month, GETXOPHOTO pro-
poses a walk to enjoy the different exhibitions 
while knowing more details about the artists 
and their motivations.

Ibili (to walk in basque) is the programme of 
commented visits that walks through the ins-
tallations and exhibitions hand in hand with a 
mediator, who presents the key themes and 
contextualizes them.

—IBILI. VISIT PROGRAMME

· NIGHT VISITS

Casual and “furtive” walks that allowed to 
approach the exhibitions in a different way, visi-
ting the facilities equipied with flashlights in pla-
ces which usually cannot be accessed at night.

240 
participants

120 
participantsGETXOPHOTO 13th EDITION



Beñat Romera, mediator and the person in charge of the programme of visits.



Night tours using flashlights.
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EDUCATION 

—IBILI. PROGRAMA DE VISITAS

· GETXOPHOTO BY

Iñigo Iraultza, actor, performer y creator of the 
project Olentzero Munduan

Deu Txakartegi, frontman of WAS (music band) 
and dj

—IBILI. PROGRAMA DE VISITAS

· GETXOPHOTO EXPRESS

This short visits offered to contextualize the 
Festival, giving the visitors the possibility to 
discover GETXOPHOTO in a closer and different 
way. 

50
participants

50 
participants
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Iñigo Iraultza, offering his particular visit to GETXOPHOTO.
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EDUCATION 

—TALKS WITH EXPERTS
VR TALK WITH ALI ESLAMI

Based on his VR project False Mirror, the iranian 
artist Ali Eslami explained us everything about 
this virtual city he is building and how he mo-
ves around in it. 

50
participants

GETXOPHOTO 13th EDITION
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EDUCATION 

—FAMILIES
PIXEL. CREATIVE WORKSHOP FOT FAMILIES

Inspired by the great books by Philippe Ug, we 
made pop up cards; we made up scenes and 
words of the future with stickers, scissors, post 
its and books. And we finished with a surprise 
installation. 

—FAMILIES

EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL FOR EXHIBITIONS

For families with children we prepared a fun 
downloadable material with games, clues and 
ideas about some of the exhibitions.

500 printed program-
mes and downloadable 
through the website

30
participants
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Family workshop with Detalleres.



Enjoying the pedagogic material made by Mara Mara.
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EDUCATION 

—EXPERIMENTAL LAB.
DOCUMENTATION AT THE MUSEUM

For three days the Basque Museum of Bilbao 
was transformed into a production studio in 
which participants approached the museum’s 
archive and collections from a contemporary 
point of view, and they created a field notebook 
based on their experiences.

The laboratory was carried out by Alejandro Acín 
(IC Visual Lab, Bristol) and Julián Barón, and two 
guests: photographer Jon Cazenave and histo-
rian Maite Jiménez. 

15
participants
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Alejandro Acín and Julian Barón at the creation lab at the Basque Museum.
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OTHER ACTIVITIES 

—HAMAIKETAKO

—COASTERS ROUTE 

—BEDS

—POPULAR PARTICIPATION

—HAMAIKETAKO

A space to talk, meet, share ideas, ask ques-
tions... This year Hamaiketako (snack time in 
Basque) was lead by photographers Oskar Mar-
tínez, Juantxo Egaña and Ixone Sádaba.

50
participants
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Ixone Sádaba during her Hamaiketako.
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OTHER ACTIVITIES 

—COASTERS ROUTE

The images of the Jan Hoek’s Boda Boda Mad-
ness series are circulating in coasters format, 
in a limited and collectable edition, throughout 
different taberns from Algorta and Bilbao.

 

3500 edited coasters

GETXOPHOTO 13th EDITION



Collection of coasters with the work by Jan Hoek.
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OTHER ACTIVITIES 

—BEDS

Beds is an ephemeral cinema hall –in original 
version– in which for a week beds replace the 
regular seats. A different way to watch a movie, 
Only Lovers Left Alive by Jim Jarmusch, chan-
ging position and space.

300
participants

GETXOPHOTO 13th EDITION





56

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

—POPULAR PARTICIPATION

It is an open format for both professionals or 
amateurs who want to participate in the Fes-
tival by sending their photos according to the 
topic proposed in each edition.

This year, more than a hundred images have 
been received from all over the world. The jury 
has selected 40 images that have been exhibi-
ted during the Festival in different shop win-
dows of the area. In addition, a small guide has 
been published with the titles and authors of 
the finalist works.

1000 edited publications

40 shops involved

150 images received

GETXOPHOTO 13th EDITION



Shop windows in Algorta. / Detail of the printed guide.
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MORE 

—TXUMARI DJ’S

PLAYLIST TXUMARI DJ’s

This year, the Txumari Dj’s have been inspired 
by the topic of the Festival to create a playlist. 
From Daft Punk to Aviador Dro, the Txumaris 
Dj’s have shared with us their personal point of 
view about Post Homo Sapiens.

—RECYCLING

Reuse and transformation. This is the goal of 
recycling the artistic works once their exhibi-
tion is finished. Scraps of photographs made 
by renowned authors who have participated in 
GETXOPHOTO become original and unique pie-
ces.

The manufacturing of these pieces is done by 
organizations dedicated to recycling projects, 
as well as the socio-labor insertion of people 
with difficulties in accessing the labor market. 
These pieces are still available in our online 
store at getxophoto.com

GETXOPHOTO 13th EDITION

http://www.getxophoto.com


Some pieces of the Recycling project.
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MORE 

—BOOK 

One more year, the most important graphic 
piece of GETXOPHOTO is the book edition: 250 
pages with more than 200 images. This piece 
includes all the artistic programming of 2019 in 
a detailed publication in three languages (Bas-
que, Spanish, English).

1000 
printed books

GETXOPHOTO 13th EDITION
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MEDIA IMPACT

—Televisions

TVE1, TVE2, Canal Internacional TVE, Telenorte, 
ETB1, ETB2, ETB SAT, Cuatro.

—Magazines

XL Semanal, El País Semanal, Aesthetica Ma-
gazine, NEO2, PHROOM, Yorokobu, El Cultural, 
Babelia, iNews Travel, Gup, Graffica, Exit Maga-
zine, Clavoardiendo, L’Oeil de la photographie, 
YET, Cactus, Noiz, Graffica, Albedo Media, Cul-
turamas, La ventana del Arte, Arteaunclick, Ar-
teinformado.

—International newspapers

Le Monde, The Guardian, Politiken.

—National newspapers

El País, El Mundo, El Correo, Deia, Gara, Berria, 
El Diario Vasco, Noticias de Navarra, 20 Minu-
tos, El Diario Norte, ABC, Público, Qué Nervión, 
Hiruka, GetxoBerri, entre otros.

—Agencies

EFE (España y Latinoamérica), Europa Press 
(España).

—Radios

La Ventana de la SER, Cadena SER, RNE, Cade-
na Cope, Euskadi Irratia, Radio Euskadi, Radio 
Vitoria, Onda Vasca, Onda Cero, Radio Popular, 
Bizkaia Irratia.

GETXOPHOTO 13th EDITION













Media coverage. From left to right: Cuatro Tv, National Radio, El Correo and EiTB.
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OTHER COMMUNICATION 
SUPPORTS

—NETWORK

GETXOPHOTO, at its peak, has obtained more 
than 2,000,000 references on Google

—WEBSITE

The website is translated into three languages 
(spanish, basque and english). The number of 
visits to the website amounts to 60,000 diffe-
rent visitors, with special participation from 
Spain, the United States, Holland, France, Uni-
ted Kingdom, Canada, Germany, Vietnam, India 
and China.

—SOCIAL NETWORK

Our number of followers on Facebook is 4,910. 
It has also more than 2,771 followers on Twitter 
and 4,550 on Instagram.

—INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINES 

We collaborate with some international maga-
zines which disseminate our content in the-
se specialized media in art and image. Among 
them there are GUP (Holland), Lensculture (Ho-
lland), Eikon (Austria), Yorokobu (Spain), Yet 
(Italy), Daylight (USA), Phroom (Italy), European 
Photography (Europe), Exit (Spain), Graffica 
(Spain), Cactus (Basque Country) o Noiz (Bas-
que Country). Magazines that gather more than 
500.000 readers.

—GRAPHIC PIECES

The graphic material edited specifically by GE-
TXOPHOTO (posters, programs, maps, panels) 
amounts to more than 10,000 pieces and has 
impact on approximately 50,000 people.

GETXOPHOTO 13th EDITION





70

INFO POINT

It was the Festival’s hub, where there was avai-
lable all the practical information regarding 
halls, schedules, contents and much more. In 
addition, it hosted the The Migrant, a screening 
of Anaïs López, and False Mirror, Ali Eslami’s 
acclaimed VR experience, as well as the small 
tribute to the book editor Xavier Barral. It is also 
point of sale of the book GETXOPHOTO 2019 
and the pieces of the Recycling project.

+ de 3000 
visitors

GETXOPHOTO 13th EDITION
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