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A festival that is a platform 
GETXOPHOTO brings different proposals from photographers and visual 
storytellers from all over the world to the city, setting a contemporary 
conversation about the theme proposed each year. The Festival is conceived  
as a platform from which to affect and activate critical thinking. 

Topic: To the Streets! 
The programme for each edition is therefore based on a general topic  
of interest. On the next edition, GETXOPHOTO will approach the 
exploration of public space (both physical and digital) as an updated setting 
for conversation, protest, and as a place of welcome, play and meeting.

14 editions
Jon Uriarte, digital curator at The Photographers’ Gallery (London), is  
the new head of the artistic direction at the 14th edition of the Festival. 

Open-air 
One of its main characteristics is the defense of public space as an encoun-
ter, enjoyment and reflection place. For this reason, most of the exhibitions 
are designed as open-air installations, without neglecting further rooms and 
spaces, highlighting the dialogue between image and environment.

New narratives 
GETXOPHOTO selects visual representations in different media such as 
photography, video, archive, installation, VR and digital art, showing the  
work of artists from different backgrounds who have created multidiscipli-
nary narratives.

A festival that continues expanding 
With the direct involvement of local people (shop owners, bars and cafés, 
amateur photographers) and at the same time with international submis-
sions from artists from more than 40 countries, GETXOPHOTO  
is expanding more and more each edition.

Large activity program
The program includes activities designed for different audiences: conferen-
ces, speeches, screenings, laboratories, night walks and different tours  
both through the city center and the beach.
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About	the	Festival

GETXOPHOTO is an International Image Festival that takes place in 
Getxo (Basque Country) during September since 13 years. These editions 
have been increasing the repercussion of the Festival, participation and 
acceptance by critics and the public. 

Its main objectives remain the same since its inception: propose a dialogue 
on issues of general interest that affect us as citizens, recover urban 
spaces for cultural uses, bringing citizens closer to and involved, as well 
as betting on the exploration of unconventional formats, supports and 
exhibition spaces with careful international programming. 

Over the past 13 years, more than 200 renowned artists have participated 
—many of them critically acclaimed— such as Martin Kollar, Martin Parr, 
Nadav Kander, Naomi Harris, Phil Toledano, Marcos López, Ricardo 
Cases, Wang Qinsong, Alessandra Sanguinetti, Roger Ballen, Cristina  
de Middel, Vincent Fournier, Boushra Almutawakei, Pieter Hugo, 
Jacques-Henri Lartigue, Paul Fusco, Zanele Muholi, Yann Gross, Simon 
Norfolk, Erik Kessels, Juno Calypso or Matthieu Gafsou, among others. 
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About	the	Program
The 14th edition will be held during September. The Festival is conceived 
as a platform that includes exhibitions, an international open call directed 
to artists from all over the world, laboratories that are part of the 
education program, collaborations with cultural agents and institutions 
that allow strengthening the cultural ecosystem, meetings with artists 
as a shared space for reflection on images and the profession, and further 
activities at the participatory program of GETXOPHOTO.
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Exhibitions	
Around twenty projects will articulate 
this year’s artistic program, whose theme 
is To the Streets! The works will address 
various aspects related to public space in 
contemporary global society; a physical and 
digital place to meet, play, propose, protest 
and debate ideas that respond to the multiple 
challenges and concerns we face today. 
The street is claimed as a primary setting 
to generate new relationships, situations, 
cultural possibilities and social interaction.

Artists from diverse backgrounds will 
approach the theme of this edition from 
multiple points of view, such as the climate 
emergency, political conflicts, the economic 
crisis or identity struggles. Waste Wastes. Mentalgassi



Thaddé Comar will participate with How was your Dream?, a 
documentary photographic project carried out during the Hong Kong 
protests between June and October 2019. The author deals with new 
forms of demonstration and insurrection in our post-contemporary era 
dominated by seamless control societies.

The German artist Charlotte Schmitz took pictures at La Puente, the 
biggest brothel in southern Ecuador. It is a collaborative project in which 
the women chose their own poses. A series of documentary portraits in 
which nail polish is used as a creation tool.

The renowned Japanese artist Sohei Nishino will participate with 
Diorama Map, a series of collages in which he offers wide panoramic 
views over large cities from the union of small photographic fragments.  
In this way, the author tries to express how a city looks like inspired by  
his own experiences and memories, integrated with the landscape.

In a more digital aspect, the Swiss collective Fragmentin will bring their 
Virtual Reality (VR) project 2199. Through a synchronized choreography, 
they generate a space for questioning and criticizing the vulnerability of 
human beings towards technological advances.

On a performative level, the Mentalgassi collective will visit us again to 
present their latest project. A work made by, for and from the public space, 
where to confront and question the amount of waste that a person  
is capable of generating in a short period of time.
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15  COLLABORATIONS14  INTERNATIONAL OPEN CALL

CollaborationsInternational	
Open	Call

As part of the Festival’s internationalization strategy, this third call has 
received more proposals than ever: a total of 329 projects from 43 countries. 
The prestigious international jury has been integrated by personalities from 
important photography institutions: Emma Lewis (TATE Modern), Sarah 
Leen (The National Geographic Magazine), Mirjam Kooiman (FOAM) and 
Jon Uriarte (The Photographers’ Gallery and GETXOPHOTO).

The winners of this last edition are Felipe Romero Beltrán with 
Reducción, Thaddé Comar with How was your Dream?, Georges 
Georgiou with Americans Parade and Agnieszka Sejud with HOAX.  

The Festival establishes a closer and collaborative relationship with 
cultural agents and local, national and international institutions, in order 
to strengthen the cultural ecosystem, such as the international platforms 
Picter and PH Museum, the Kutxa Kultur Foundation in San Sebastián 
and FNAC Spain, among others.
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This program includes a wide range of events designed for different types 
of visual approaches. Although there will be activities throughout the whole 
month, many of them will take place during the opening week. During 
this period, the public will be able to participate in the opening, the special 
visit to all the exhibitions, the meetings with the authors in front of their 
exhibitions or Lock-In, a day dedicated to reflection on photography.

The program is complemented by installations, the festival playlist, the 
coaster route in local bars and cafes, the guided day and night tours, as 
well as the educational program to visit the Festival with the family.

Further	Activities



19  TOPIC18  CURATOR

Topic:
To	the	Streets!

Curator:
Jon	Uriarte
Born in Hondarribia in 1979, he studied photography at the Institut 
d’Estudis Fotogràfics de Catalunya and the International Center of 
Photography of New York, he also holds a master in Projects and Artistic 
Theories by PhotoEspaña and the European University of Madrid. 
His work has been exhibited in collective and individual exhibitions at 
different galleries and centers such as La Casa Encendida in Madrid, 
Koldo Mitxelena in Donostia, Studio 304 of New York, HBC center 
in Berlin and Sala d’Art Jove in Barcelona. Founder of Widephoto, 
independent platform dedicated to curating activities about contemporary 
photography. He also conceptualized and coordinated DONE for three 
years, a project about reflection and visual creation promoted by  
Foto Colectania. He is currently living in London, where he has recently 
incorporated as digital curator of The Photographers’ Gallery.

The street has taken on a fundamental role in the contemporary global 
society. The public space —both physical and online— lives in constant 
resistance to its privatization and homogenization by trying to maintain a 
place where to meet, play, propose, protest and debate ideas that respond 
to the multiple challenges and concerns we face today. Communities 
displaced by key issues such as the consequences of climate emergency, 
local and global political conflicts, economic crisis’ and identity struggles 
coincide in the public space. At the same time, the streets are claimed as 
the essential place to generate new relationships and provoke new cultural 
and social possibilities.

We want to explore the online and physical public space as an updated place 
of protest, as an area to be reclaimed by marginalised people, as a place of 
encounter and mutual recognition, and as a field for experimentation, play 
and celebration.
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23  MENTALGASSI22  ARTISTS PREVIEW

Mentalgassi	 Waste	Wastes

Garbage leaves us useless landscapes and 
what it does in our bodies we simply don‘t 
know yet. But even the little we do know is 
negative. But still, each of us continues to 
produce garbage — even though it is now 
known that it is not recycled. Worldwide, 
waste volume generated per person per 
year is about 13-20 trash bags. Waste 
Wastes —premiered in GETXOPHOTO— 
approaches a serious and complex theme, 
the waste and how they spread, visualizing 
that huge amount of residues as a 3D 
infographic made up of garbage bags with 
heads printed on them. 

Collective formed by three artists that 
was set up in Berlin. They derive their 
inspiration from the group, in a process 
of constant mutual feedback. The result? 
Urban art that unfolds before the 
spectator’s eyes. They are engaged in urban 
intervention, creating original approaches 
from images that they use for their actions 
and which are made using scissors, 
cutters and anything that can be printed. 
This group transforms street furniture, 
recycling skips and round architectures into 
urban elements that arouse sympathy and 
spark off emotions. Through their creative 
concept of turning “monotone cities” into 
places of more fun —even when address in 
serious topics—, Mentalgassi manage to 
get through to ordinary people, involving 
them in their surroundings and allowing 
new interpretations. As well as having a 
presence on the streets of Berlin and other 
Europe cities, they took part in different 
Festival over the last 12 years, and this is 
the fourth time they visit GETXOPHOTO.



25  FRAGMENTIN24  ARTISTS PREVIEW

Fragmentin	 2199

2199 is a virtual reality choreography, 
a multiplayer game based on control 
and perception. It is a spontaneous 
performance, where the public is part of the 
installation. Three people wear VR helmets 
and are seated on chairs that generate 
sounds while turning into a generative 
choreography. The experience is guided by 
a voice-over giving them instructions. 

Despite them, they will be brought 
into a choreography generated by 
performing synchronized head movements 
and turning the trays in different 
precise ways. In the outdoor universe, 
the audience attending the experiment 
noted that seated users using VR helmets 
rotate on their chairs in a rather absurd 
choreography. This intrigues them and 
encourages them to participate and 
discover what is happening in the RV. 
2199 is an unprecedented experience, 
but also a reflection and a critique of our 
vulnerability by using virtual reality, a 
technology that is victim of its success and 
too often used without questioning it.

Fragmentin is an artist collective based 
in Lausanne, Switzerland, founded in 
2014 and composed by Laura Perrenoud, 
David Colombini and Marc Dubois. At 
the crossroads of art and engineering, 
Fragmentin’s work questions the impact of 
the digital on everyday life by investigating 
these technologies’ disposition towards 
control and opacity. Through installation, 
video, interaction and performance, the 
studio’s artworks demystify complex 
systems and reveal the tension arising from 
emergent technologies. Their work has 
been exhibited in institutions such as the 
Kunsthalle Zurich, the Locarno film Festival 
the Cabaret Voltaire, Jeu de Paume, The 
Mirage Festival, The National Theatre and 
at the York Art Gallery. 
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Felipe	Romero Reducción
The legal status of an immigrant 
determines whether she or he can regularly 
transit all city streets. The immigrant’s 
daily routine is affected when he or she 
does not have identification documents or 
a valid residence in the country. That, in 
legal terms, is known as an Undocumented 
Person. The police force checks periodically 
the legal status of residents in areas 
where statistically they may find more 
irregularities. Those places are called 
Warning Zones. When an area with 
undocumented immigrants is detected, 
a police check point is established. This 
requires the modification of the daily transit 
routine of undocumented immigrants. If the 
immigrant is arrested, he or she is subdued 
and transferred to the CIE (Undocumented 
Detention Center). The arrest of 
undocumented people is regulated by the 
Police Defence Manual established by the 
National Police Force. The manual explains 
in detail how to subdue the undocumented 
person with combat techniques. Reducción 
(Subdued) explores undocumented 
immigrant’s procedures of arrestment and 
violence in Madrid. (F. Romero)

The artist, under the direct 
supervision and instruction of a Police 
officer, makes two inmigrants stage their 
own arrest through these techniques and 
he documents it. The work is completed 
with aerial photographs of of the aeras 
where undocumented inmigrants were 
arrested and archive images from official 
documents.
 

Romero was born in Bogota in 1992. He 
studied a Bachelor Degree in visual Arts 
in Buenos Aires. In 2014, he earned a 
scholarship in Jerusalem and moved to 
Israel. He developed projects in Palestine, 
Egypt and Israel, focusing on social issues. 
In 2016 he moved to Madrid, Spain. He got 
a MFA degree in photography (TAI-King 
Juan Carlos University). He is developing a 
Phd program on documentary photography 
at Complutense University of Madrid. He is 
also currently working with magazines such 
as XL Semanal, Esquire and Vogue. Felipe 
has been awarded in different international 
competitions as Galicia Contemporary 
Photography Award, Photobook Madrid 
Prize, Joop Swart Masterclass Nominee, 
LumixFestival, Sony Photography Awards, 
World Nomads Scholarship, Canon Visa 
pour l’image, Burnmagazine EPF, New 
York Times Portfolio Review, Photoespaña, 
Tabacalera Cantera, ARTBO Colombia o 
Encontros da Imagem.



29  SOHEI NISHINO28  ARTISTS PREVIEW

Sohei	Nishino
	

Diorama	Map

Cities are always “amplifying” themselves 
repeatedly. They emerge and disappear 
as they continue to integrate themselves. 
I try to express the geographical 
representations by using the photographs 
that have captured the specific things 
and events that are completely different 
from the symbolic representations on 
maps. This is my attempt to express the 
appearance of the cities by integrating my 
personal experiences and memories. What 
results is not at all a map to convey precise 
information, but the record of how I, as a 
human being, have walked through their 
streets and how I looked at those streets. 
What constitutes the important element of 
the series, Diorama Map, is the constant 
“movement”. The series is the work that is 
the deposit of my experiences and the time 
I have spent in encountering the various 
phenomena as I move through a certain 
place. At the same time, by using all my 
methods of photographing as the elements 
that constitute a map, I try to actualize 
in the form of a bird’s-eye-view map, my 
awareness of the world which spreads out 
before me, that is, immediately before my 
eyes. (S. Nishino).
 

Sohei Nishino is a Japanese artist born 
in 1982 in Hyogo. He currently lives and 
works in Kanagawa and Shizuoka, Japan. 
His work has been featured in numerous 
exhibitions at galleries and museums 
including the SFMOMA, San Francisco 
Museum of Modern Art and the Gallery 
of Photography and has been exhibited in 
collective and solo exhibitions in Daegu 
Photo Biennale in Korea,  Hong Kong 
International Art Fair, Seoul Photo, the 
Metropolitan Museum of Photography in 
Tokio, San Francisco Museum of Modern 
Art, among others. He has been awarded 
with the Young Eye prize of the Japan 
Photographers, Canon New Cosmos 
Photography Award, Photographic Society 
of Japan: Newcomer’s Award, Foam Talents 
Call or Sagamihara Newcomer’s Award. 
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Charlotte	Schmitz		 La	Puente	
La Puente is the biggest brothel in southern 
Ecuador, in the city of Machala, where 
more than 150 women are working. The 
photos were created in collaboration with 
the women, who chose their own poses 
and many painted their polaroids using 
nail polish to hide their identities; the nail 
polish developed later to a creative tool, 
beautifying or abstracting bodies or the 
space. Participatory photography is a 
foundational method to Schmitz’ art as it 
minimizes any unbalanced structure that 
appears as a result of the photographic 
process, and allows to form a deeper and 
more complex understanding of the people 
involved. La Puente gives a new perspective 
on a somewhat clichéd subject matter 
and creates a space for a nuanced and 
relatable depth to individuals by allowing 
them to create their own narratives and 
thus challenges stereotyping and common 
portrayals of sex workers. The majority 
of sex workers are women, but most art 
and photography projects on sex work are 
done by men. These projects often fail to 
accentuate how women want to be seen 
and they formed a common gaze which 
has contributed, over the years, to the 
imbalance of how to perceive sex workers 
and women in general. In addition to the 
polaroids, the project is completed with 
bedsheets that were given to Charlotte 
upon leaving La Puente, which are the only 
personal items in the women’s rooms.  

Schmitz was born in Berlin, Germany, in 
1988. She grew up in the Danish Minority 
in Germany and studied Documentary 
photography at the University of Applied 
Sciences and Arts in Hannover. Her work 
is been published by outlets internationally 
such as Der Spiegel and The Washington 
Post, and has been exhibited in the United 
States, Turkey, Austria and Japan. The 
British Journal of Photography selected 
her as Ones To Watch 2019 and she is 
the first recipient of the FotoEvidence W 
Award with La Puente, which was recently 
published as a photobook. She speaks six 
languages and is currently based in Berlin.



33  THADDÉ COMAR32  ARTISTS PREVIEW

Thaddé	Comar How	was	your		
Dream?	
How was your Dream? is a documentary 
photographic project carried out during 
the Hong Kong protests between June and 
October 2019. The author deals with new 
forms of demonstration and insurrection 
in our post-contemporary era dominated 
by seamless control societies. The title 
refers to the turn of phrase used by the 
demonstrators to securely evoke their 
demonstration experiences. Five years 
ago the “umbrella movement” was quickly 
repressed by state and police violence. In 
2019 the democratic uprising that began 
in May gave itself the means to continue. 
Faced with a sophisticated arsenal of 
control (facial recognition, geolocation, 
eavesdropping, infiltration, water cannons, 
tear gas, helicopter, sonic weapons, non-lethal 
rifles), the Hong Kong demonstrators have 
developed a repertoire of techniques based 
on principles of invisibility and untraceability 
(anonymity, lasers of blindness, pocket of 
faraday, vision by drones, masks of all kinds, 
encrypted communication etc…), allowing 
them to mitigate the effects of the repression. 
These new devices contribute to the 
transformation of the forms of struggle and 
resistance, and push for the gradual erasure 
of individual singularities. In the future, will 
societies and sophisticated systems of control 
force us to make our human singularities 
disappear? Will this be done in favor of a new 
common identity? (T. Comar) 

 

Comar was born in Paris in 1993. 
Graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 
Economics and Social Sciences, he chooses 
to study photography in 2014. In 2018 he 
graduated with honors from the The École 
cantonale d’art de Lausanne (ECAL).  
His practice is deeply linked to current 
events and social movements. He is now 
based between Paris and Switzerland, 
where his practice varies between 
editorial work, commissions and personal 
explorations. His work has been exhibited 
in Vevey Images or ParisPhoto, and 
featured in publications such as Vice 
Magazine France, It’s Nice That, Trans 
Magazine or Variety Magazine.



35  AGNIESZKA SEJUD 34  ARTISTS PREVIEW

Agnieszka	Sejud		 HOAX
HOAX is a story of self-delusion, one we 
are all a witness to. This is a country 
where European political standards are 
considered radical. The mere idea of a 
separation of church and state creates 
unrest and turmoil. The Catholic church 
is a privileged institution: it does not 
pay taxes, and has widespread influence 
and considerable wealth among the 87% 
baptized Catholics. Not all members of 
the society —women, racial and sexual 
minorities— are considered full citizens. 
And homosexuality is still treated as a 
disease by some. Forests resemble wild 
garbage dumps. The mass destruction of 
trees and the coal-based power industry fill 
our lungs with smog. The use of renewable 
energy is practically non-existent while 
additional coal power plants are planned to 
be built. Propaganda is spread by the public 
media. The internet makes manipulation 
easier; the network has become another 
convenient channel for the distribution of 
lies. The truth has become outdated and 
has been rendered invalid a long time ago. 
The present is a world of post-truths and 
fake news, where it is hard to find oneself 
but easy to lose, the already faint, sense of 
security and certainty in life. The stream 
of information flowing from media channels 
differs so drastically that we must ask 
ourselves again, each and every day,  
“where lies the truth”? Project HOAX 
contains direct shots and collages created 
by the artist in Poland between 2016 and 
2019. (A. Sejud)

Sejud was born in 1991 in Wrocław, 
Poland, where she lives and works. She 
is a photographer, visual artist, activist, 
member of KWAS collective. She is 
currently studying a Bachellor in Arts 
of Photography at Silesian University in 
Opava, Czech Republic. She is living and 
working in Poland. Her practice works 
with photography, collage and installation, 
often experimenting with the medium. In 
her artistic practice, she mainly explores 
topics of identity, personal freedom and 
oppressions of systems. Her work has ben 
exhibited in TIFF Open, BWA Awangarda 
Wrocław, Contemporary Museum Wrocław, 
or Athens Photo Festival for instance, 
and published in Vogue Italia and Paper 
Journal, among others.



37  GEORGE GEORGIOU36  ARTISTS PREVIEW

George	Georgiou		 Americans		
Parade
Americans Parade is a parade of 
Americans. One after the other, from 
one community to the next, building up 
a picture of Americans in 2016, the year 
Donald Trump was elected, a year when 
Americas division have never been more 
pronounced. The idea for the work came 
about when he went to a Martin Luther 
King parade in a neighbourhood he had 
been to before. Unlike his first visit when 
the streets were empty, they were suddenly 
alive, full of people, families, movement 
and a sea of sound, a complex community 
was suddenly visible. In 2016, he decided 
to criss-cross the country looking for 
parades that covered many of the different 
American demographics. He would look at 
the landscape and the overall composition, 
at groups that caught his attention, at 
fleeting moments, but he also embraced 
the generosity of the camera, it’s ability to 
record and freeze more than I can register. 
The crowd gives the photograph that 
element of chance, to create itself. Although 
much of America is segregated by race 
or income, and this difference is exploited 
as a means to polarise and divide, it is far 
too simple to define a community through 
this narrow identity. What the artist has 
attempted to do is create a group portrait 
of multiple identities, where people stand 
together and are visible to each other, in a 
company of strangers. (G. Georgiou) 

Georgiou was born in London in 1961. He 
received a BA in photography, film and 
video arts from the Polytechnic of Central 
London (University of Westminster) in 1987. 
In 1999 he joined Panos Pictures in London 
and began to work exclusively on his own 
long-term projects. Between 1999 and 2009 
he photographed extensively in the Balkans, 
Eastern Europe and Turkey, living and 
working in Serbia, Greece and Istanbul. 
Work from this period has resulted in The 
British Journal of Photography project 
prize 2010, two World Press Photo prizes 
in 2003 and 2005, Pictures of the Year 
International first prize in 2004. He has 
published Fault Line / Turkey / East / West, 
Last Stop and recently Americans Parade. 
His work has been exhibited worldwide, 
in MOMA or Images Singulières festival 
(France) for instance, and collected by 
several institutions and private collectors, 
including the Museum of Modern Art and 
the Elton John collection.  



39  SILVIA ROSI38  ARTISTS PREVIEW

Inspired by an image from her own family 
album, of her young mother as a market 
trader in Lomé, Togo, Rosi retraced her 
parents’ journey of migration from Togo 
to Italy. This is a story that is both deeply 
personal and at the same time universal. 
In a time in which identity issues are very 
present in the political discussion, Silvia 
Rosi’s work expands further the West 
African studio portraiture tradition through 
performative self-portraits and elements 
from her own heritage. Relevant questions 
about migration, family relationships, 
diaspora cultures and social class inequity 
are in the core of her work. The techniques 
of head carrying tradition are very 
cleverly displayed as both performative 
and narrative elements to connect both 
her European and Togolaise heritage. The 
balance and clarity that Rosi achieves while 
addressing very deep and complex issues is 
what makes this work so impressive.  

Born in 1992 in Scandiano, Italy, Rosi is a 
Togolaise/Italian artist based in London. 
She graduated from London College of 
Communication. Through photography and 
the use of self-portrayal she explores the 
idea of origins. Her work has been awar-
ded with the Michael Wilson Award 2016, 
Jerwood/Photoworks Award 2019 or Lens-
Culture Portrait Award 2020, and exhibi-
ted in solo and group exhibitions in Ping-
yao International Photography Festival, 
1-54 Contemporary African Art Fair, or 
Jerwood Space and Borough Road Gallery 
in London, to name a few. This exhibition is 
made in collaboration with PHmuseum and 
Encounter is one of the awarded works of 
their Photography Grant.

Silvia	Rosi	 Encounter
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